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Fleming College received almost $150,000 from the Ontario Drinking Water
Stewardship Program to research floating island technology to reduce drinking water
threats posed by storm water ponds.

Floating island technology offers an innovative way to improve the quality of runoff
captured by storm water ponds before it is released to the lakes and rivers that supply
our drinking water.

Man-made floating islands use natural processes to clean water. Floating plastic or foam
mats planted with wetland plants such as reeds are placed in storm water ponds. Plant
roots extend through the mats into the water where they take up and reduce
contaminants.

Scientists at Fleming are assessing the effects of floating islands in 15 experimental
ponds on the Lindsay campus.

The study is scheduled to be completed by December 2011. The final report will be
distributed to municipalities, conservation authorities, Conservation Ontario and the 19
local source protection committees.
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